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The target fixed by the Planning Commission for the five-
year period is an increase of 12 lakh bales. But even when
the production is raised to the level mentioned above the sup-
ply of long-staple cotton will be short by about 7 lakh bales.
These mostly consist of long-staple cottons (over 1" and 1" to
I 1/16") generally obtained from East Africa, Sudan, Egypt
and the U.S.A. Production of these types cannot be increased
appreciably for some time and till there is success in Madras,
Mysore and East Punjab, the imports will have to be conti-
nued. With the expansion of the industry, the demand for
cotton will also increase. Since 1946, 20 new mills with a total
spindleage of 2,54,456 have already gone into production; 24
other mills with a spindleage of 2,30,000 are in the course of
erection. These latter are expected to begin production very
shortly and are expected to increase the output by another 30
trillion pounds per annum30
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